
   

Children of 

the Finnish 

Homesteads 
 

 

The first Finnish immigrants to Minnesota arrived in 1864, with the largest 
wave arriving between 1895-1910.  They came to America to take 
advantage of the 1862 Federal Homestead Act and were drawn to northern 
Minnesota by the pine forests and mining jobs. 
 
A balance of photos and short narratives tells the story of how many 
children of Finnish heritage came to be born and raised in the Brimson-
Toimi area, northeast of Duluth, Minnesota.  Children of the Finnish 
Homesteads: Growing up in Northern Minnesota, 1900-1945,  
documents daily family and farm life, chores, hardships, and pastimes.  The 
exhibit looks at aspects of a bygone era, such as cross-country skiing as 
basic transportation, plow animals, and felling trees by hand.  

 

Dimensions: 

 12 panels – vary from 35”-37” w  x  48” h  x 2” thick  
1 title panel – 68” w  x 13¾ ” h  x  1¼ ” thick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

Finns of Western 

Lake Superior 

Finns of Western Lake Superior was 

developed by well-known regional historian 

Marvin Lamppa, and designed and 

fabricated by Venture Exhibits.  It covers the socio-political and cultural 

aspects of Finnish immigrants' lives in this area, particularly during the 

largest wave, which arrived between 1895 and 1910.  Each panel is 

accompanied by a supplemental flipbook, which contains additional 

detailed educational text.   

 

Dimensions: 4 panels – 36” w x 84” h self-standing 

 

 

 

 
 
 



   

500 Days – Photographs 
 

 
125th Field Artillery Photographs 

 

500 days provides a look into some of the experiences of the 125th Field 

Artillery during WWII.  The 125th had the longest continual combat 

deployment of any unit in WWII – just over 500 days.  The 125th also had a 

disproportionate number of northeastern Minnesota men and boys (who 

lied about their age to sign up after Pearl Harbor) serving their entire tour 

together, because the 125th was not split up and deployed to various 

locations, as was common military practice.  The exhibit is comprised of 14 

identically framed black and white photos taken by local veterans of the 

125th, plus introductory text, and sponsor panels.  

 

Dimensions: 

16 identical frames – 20” w x 16” h x 2”  

Foam board backed text panels corresponding to each frame 

 

 

 

 


